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from their dinners. I had thus for nearly twenty-five years many opportunities of meeting him, and after this long experience I think that his silence and aloofness were very much exaggerated in some of his obituary notices. It is true that from time to time he had fits of silence and depression ; but these were rare, surprisingly so, in view of the pessimism of much of his poetry. He usually, in my experience, talked freely and, as might be expected, incisively. He held strong opinions on many subjects and expressed them strongly, and he was not fond of strangers. I always found him excellent company, and was very glad when I could sit next to him.
His appearance and his tastes were very different from those popularly attributed to poets; he had nothing of the poet about him, except the poetry. He was careful about his dress, which was not marked by any eccentricity, his hair was short. He looked much younger than his years. I was much perturbed one morning when reading The Times to see that it was his seventieth birthday, for I had not sent him, as I should have liked to do, my good wishes on such an important event. He took my excuses in very good part, and said that I was not the only one who had misjudged him, for a few days before, when he was walking along a country lane, a farm hand who was driving a cart, coming up from behind, had called out " Hey, you lad, get out of the way ". He liked good food and good wine and was a connoisseur in both ; in fact he was for many years a member of the committee which chooses the wine for the College. Housman took much interest both in wild flowers and in gardening : he was a member of the Garden Committee for many years, and for a part of the time its Secretary. This is a post of considerable responsibility, as the secretary is responsible for
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